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The company, however, was convinced that some daring
spirit existed who could, and would, fulfil their require-
ments, so they advertised for tenders. When these were
perused it was found that one man was willing to meet
the time-limit and at a price far below competitors. His
bid was accepted. That man was Bennett, and he lost no
time in setting his carefully-laid plans in motion.
He was over three thousand miles from the country in
which the tunnel was to be driven, yet before the ink on
the contract was dry he had wired to his assistant on the
Pacific coast to hurry forward all requisite appliances,
while he himself purchased an elaborate plant of the most
modern type to be shipped to the railway point nearest
the site. From this station he had to transport every ounce
of material for a distance of eighty-two miles through the
roughest and most broken mountainous country it is
possible to conceive.
There was no road, so he had to blaze one through the
deadfall and littered rock, fording creeks and streams and
toiling through viscous mud. The wagons sank above the
axles, and had to be hauled through the*muskeg by block
and tackle. In this wTay, by sheer physical effort, lie gained
the mountain which was to be pierced. It took him a
solid six months to get his forces and artillery to the spot,
leaving him scarcely twenty-two months in which to hew
the passage through the solid rock.
So pressing was time that he never permitted an hour's
cessation day or night. An agent on the coast recruited
men by the score and dispatched them up country in large
corps. As they arrived they were divided into six-hour
shifts on either side of the mountain, and in this way toil
was continued unbrokenly throughout the whole twenty-
four hours. When he had settled down to work in grim
earnest wages were absorbing money at the rate of nearly
^2,000, or $10,000, per week.
Preliminary to embarking upon the contract he had
prepared careful calculations showing him how much rock
it was requisite to remove every day to effect completion